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Teacher’S Key

How will dragonflies adapt 
 to a warmer Earth?

What are two ways that animals deal with a changing environment?

They either migrate to a new location or they are able to adapt to the new environment.

Why do some animals have ornamental coloration?

It can help them attract a mate and also scare off any other animals who might want to take their mate.

Why did we choose to look at dragonflies?

We selected dragonflies for this study because the dark coloring on their wings doesn’t just help them 
attract mates – it can also affect their body temperature. The darker the male’s coloring, the more 
successful he is, but the greater the chance of heating up in the sun. If they get too hot, they can’t 
survive.

Based on the results of this study, how should we expect the coloring on the wings of male and female 
dragonflies to change in the near future?

Male dragonflies will have less and lighter wing ornamentation as the climate becomes warmer. The 
female dragonfly wing ornamentation will not change because there is no correlation between female 
wing ornamentation and average temperature.

We suggested some small changes you can make to your life to slow down climate change. Can you 
think of three more ways you can prevent more warming? Out of the three, which change do you think 
you are most ready to make and why? 

Answers will vary. Some examples include:

•  Reduce how much I buy

•  Reuse and recycle whatever items I no longer need

•  Reduce the amount of meat I eat

•  Take cooler showers

•  Line dry clothes instead of using a dryer
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