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What raven behaviors do we interpret as signs of intelligence?

Hiding food, forming alliances with other birds, and using tools.

Why is it difficult to compare the intelligence of different animal species directly?

You can’t talk to them, the experimenter may influence the animal to act differently than they do in the wild, and the 
difficulty of puzzles depends on body shapes and sizes and the body parts used.

We learned that ravens developed their most important cognitive skills before the age of 4 months. Can you think of 
what human babies are able to do at that age?

Answers will vary, but may include: recognizing familiar voices, making vowel noises, recognizing familiar faces and 
objects from a distance, following movement with their eyes, imitating facial expressions, and so on.

How would you test a bird’s intelligence? Can you think of a puzzle that scientists could use in a study like this?

Answers will vary.

What other animals do you think might have high intelligence? What do those animals do that makes you think that 
they are smart?

Answers will vary, but for example: I think dogs are smart because they can understand when I tell them to sit. 
I think orcas are smart because they work together when they are hunting.
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Teacher’s key

How do ravens’ thinking skills
compare with apes’?

                                     More free science teaching resources at: www.ScienceJournalForKids.org


